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by common custom, answer for one weight of cheese in four-
and-twenty weeks, and half a gallon of butter weekly. But
if they be fed in the woods or mown meadows, or in stubble
after harvest, then three kine shall answer for as much as the
two aforesaid., .and whatsoever we say of these three kine may
be said also of a score of well-kept milch-ewes...(p. 170.) Let
the threshers and winnowing-women be closely spied upon,
lest they steal corn in their shoes, gloves, wallets, scrips,
bags, or satchels hidden near the barn. Let no Reeve
remain in office beyond the year, unless he be approved as
faithful and excellent; and, so long as he be Reeve, let him
look closely to all defaults on the farm...for that which may
be amended to-day for one penny may chance not to be
amended in a years time for twelvepence....Let no hedges be
made of apples, pears, cherries, or plums, but of willow or
whitethorn....Let him suffer neither man nor woman to have
access to the dairy or carry thence cheese, milk, butter or the
like, which might well profit a small household to the loss of
the [lord's] cheese or butter or dairy-stuff. Nor let him suffer
any servant of the manor to hold, by night or by day, fairs,
markets or disseisins, nor to haunt wakes or taverns; but
let him compel all to attend unceasingly to their own duties....
Let him permit no fire to be brought to the stable or cowshed,
nor any lighted candle except in case of necessity, when it
shall be borne by two men at least
(p. 166.) The Plough-drivers art consisteth herein, that
he drive the yoked oxen evenly, neither smiting nor pricking
nor grieving them. Such should not be melancholy or wrath-
ful, but cheerful, jocund and full of song, that by their melody
and song the oxen may in a [manner rejoice in their labour.
Such a ploughman should bring the fodder with his own
hands, and love his oxen and sleep with them by night,
tickling and combing and rubbing them with straw; keeping
them well in all respects, and guarding their forage or pro-
vender from theft....If he find other beasts in their pasture, he
must impound them. He and the hinds, when plough-time is
* over, must dike and delve, thresh, fence, clean the watercourses,
and <k> other such-like profitable works.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